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Winston Churchill suffered  
with depression. He described  

it as his Black Dog.

The National Association of  
Parents of Backward Children  

established (Mencap) 

Formed by Judy Fryd, a mother of 
a child with a learning disability  

from Harpenden. 

Cell Barnes 
and Harperbury  

Hospital  
acquired by 

the NHS

D
ru

g 
tr

ea
tm

en

ts 
for Schizophrenia

Chlorpromazine marketed  
as a medication to treat many  
of the symptoms associated  

with schizophrenia.  

Lobotomies  
discontinued

 The National Association  
for Mental Health  

established  
(now known as Mind)

Percy Commission
The first steps towards 

community care is published.
 

Patients who are  
fit to live in the  

community... should  
not be in large mental 

institutions

Hill End Hospital  
acquired 
by NHS

22 June 1948 The Empire Windrush 
arrives in Tilbury Docks bringing some 500 

people from the Caribbean. The new arrivals 
were the first wave in Britain’s post-war drive 
to recruit labour from the Commonwealth to 

cover employment shortages in state-run  
services like the NHS and  

London Transport.

Mental Health  
Research Fund  

established 
(Mental Health 

Foundation) 

5 
Ju

ly 
- N

HS formed

Aneurin (Nye) Bevan, 
Minister for  

Health (1945-51)

 

1959 1960 1961 1967 1970 1971 1983

Learning Disability  
wards at Cell Barnes  

and Harperbury  
Hospitals no  

longer locked.

The Mental Health A
ct (1959)

 Introduced the idea that 
mental health should be 

approached in the same way 
as physical health, and the 
idea of greater care within 
the community rather than 

institutions and asylums. 

Enoch Powell’s  
speech encouraging the 

abolition of Victorian  
Asylums (known as the 

water tower speech)

The Mental Health Act (1983)

People diagnosed 
with a mental disorder 

can be detained in 
hospital or police custody 
and have their disorder 

assessed or treated 
against their wishes 

(sectioning). 

Representation of  
the People Act 

Special provision allows 
informal patients in mental 

illness and learning  
disability hospitals  

to register for voting.

End of aversion therapy 
- Changing attitudes to 

Homosexuality

An end to trying to ‘cure’ 
homosexuality by use of 

aversion therapy - subjecting 
people to a form of 
discomfort to stop 

unwanted behaviours. 

Local education  
and mentally  

handicapped children
Local Education Authorities became 

responsible for the education of 
all mentally handicapped children 

under the Education  
(Handicapped Children) 

Act 1970. 

The  
decriminalisation  

of suicide
 Before this important piece 

of legislation, it was crime 
to commit suicide, and 

anyone who attempted and 
failed could be prosecuted 

and put in prison.

The white paper  
‘Better services for the 
mentally handicapped’ 

published
 

Outlines the move away from 
caring for people with a 

‘mental handicap’ to 
community care.

1986
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rm

ed

Jasmine Stokes,  
Nye Bevan’s  
grandniece,  

starts work as a  
HCA at HPFT

HPFT 
granted 

university 
status 

 

 

The NHS Friends and Fam
ily Test

Survey introduced asking patients  
if they would recommend  
health services to friends 

and family. 
 

Hill End Hospital Closes

N
at
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ce

 Fr
amework for Mental H

ealth

Aims to improve good 
practice among professionals by: 

• combating discrimination against 
individuals and groups with mental  

health problems 
• making it easier for anyone who may 

have a mental health problem to  
access services 

• creating a range of mental health  
services to prevent or anticipate 

 crises where possible.

The NHS Plan
  Outlines the vision 
of a health service 
designed around 

the patient.

Trust launches 
Nursing Strategy 

and holds 
first Nursing 
Conference

Established in 1899, the 
hospital finally closes as a 

result of care being provided 
in the community. Much of 
the site becomes housing 

and a park.

• Single Equality  
scheme introduced

• Board of Governors established
• The Trust received rating  

of ‘excellence’ for the quality  
of our services

• 24 hour crisis helpline 
set up.

Improving Access 
to Psychological 
Therapies (IAPT) 

programme launched

Transformed 
treatment of adult 

anxiety disorders and 
depression in the 

country. 

 

The first 57 NHS Trusts 
established including 
Horizon Health Trust 

(later HPFT) 
New NHS trusts aimed to 

encourage creativity and innovation 
and challenge the domination of 

the hospitals within a health service 
increasingly focused on services  

in the community.

 • 2460 staff in over 80 
different locations 

• Trust achieves positive  
about disabled people symbol  

and improving working lives status
• Appointment of Modern Matrons

• Service User Involvement 
begins across the Trust.

• Freedom of Information 
Act introduced

• Service User Council and  
Carer Council established

• Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire 
investing in your Mental  

Health review
• Nursing Times Top 100.

  

• 24 hour access to 
Mental Health Crisis Teams

• Elizabeth and Victoria Court, 
Hampden and Gainsford  

House join HPFT.

• Commission for Health 
Improvement (CHI) review
• PALS (Patient Advice and 
Liaison Service) founded
• Roll-out of care-notes 

(electronic patient records). 

 

Trust achieves 
foundation 
status and 

becomes HPFT
• Trust membership reached 
12,000 people made up of  

services users, relatives, staff  
and general public 

• Board of Governors 
established.

Host Families 
Scheme

 
HPFT was the first NHS Trust 
in the country to offer this 

scheme whereby a ‘Host Family’ 
provides a caring, family 
environment for a service 
user which avoids hospital 

admission.   

Single Point of 
Access (SPA)

Is introduced, providing 
a centralised process  
for referrals to our  

services. 

Kingfisher 
Court opens

State of the art inpatient facility 
opens near Radlett. The unit has 86 
beds with wards that specialise in 

acute adult mental health care, mental 
health care for adults who may be frail 

or vulnerable, and assessment and 
treatment for people with a  

learning disability.

Refurbishment   
of older people’s 

services
Investing in state of the art 
services across Hertfordshire 

ensuring vulnerable and 
elderly adults always receive 

excellent treatment.

Street Triage
The Street Triage team work with 

the police. They will see people who 
come to the attention of the police 
in the community who may have 

mental health needs. 

Marlowes Health  
and Wellbeing  
Centre opens

New facility in Hemel Hempstead opens 
offering a range of community mental 

and physical health services for adults and 
children together under one roof. 

Opened in partnership with 
Hertfordshire Community 

NHS Trust.

Our Values
Our service users, carers and staff  
co-produced our values. The five 

values chosen to represent the Trust 
are Welcoming, Kind, Positive, 
Respectful and Professional.  

All our staff are expected to adopt 
these values and demonstrate them  

in their attitude and behaviour 
towards our service users, carers  

and their colleagues.

The National Association of  
Parents of Backward Children  

changed to The National Society  
for Mentally Handicapped  

Children (Mencap).

Hertfordshire 
Partnership Trust  

established
Brings all Hertfordshire mental 
health and specialist learning 

disability services together under  
one management.
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North Essex 
Specialist 

Learning Disability 
Services join HPFT

Norfolk 
Specialist Learning 
Disability Services 

join HPFT

Buckinghamshire 
Specialist Learning 
Disability Services 

join HPFT

Exposé instigates  
closing of institutions 

A series of scandals in mental health 
institutions hit the headlines.

 
All told stories of abuse and 

inhumane treatment of patients 
‘hidden away’ in institutions. 

These exposes helped prompt 
the eventual closures 

of such sites.


