
 

 

 
 
 
06 May 2025 
 

Information Rights & Compliance Team 
99 Waverley Road 

St Albans 
Hertfordshire 

AL3 5TL 
 

Tel:  01727 804227 
Email: Hpft.foi@nhs.net 

 
Our Ref: FOI/05655 

 
 
 
Thank you for your request concerning paracetamol and ibuprofen. 
 
Your request has been considered and processed in accordance with the requirements of the Freedom 
of Information (FOI) Act 2000. 
 
This is an information request relating to NHS Trusts buying and supplying Paracetamol and 
ibuprofen.  
 
Please include the following information for the financial years 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25: 
1. The total number of individual patients to whom paracetamol and ibuprofen were 

prescribed by your Trust annually. 
 
Please note that before EPMA (Electronic Prescribing & Medicines Administration) was 
implemented in 24/25, these could not be quantified as paracetamol and ibuprofen are 
provided as stock on the wards. 
 
The data provided below is for Inpatient supplies only. 
     
Number of 
patients 

22/23 23/24 24/25 

Ibuprofen N/A N/A 151 

Paracetamol N/A N/A 733 

 

2. The total amount spent by your Trust on supplying prescribed paracetamol and 
Ibuprofen in each of those financial years. 

 22/23 (£) 23/24 (£) 24/25 (£) 

Ibuprofen 757.70 519.69 493.20 

Paracetamol 11,267 16,660.58 21,005.18 

 

3. If available, a breakdown of the form in which paracetamol was prescribed (e.g., 
tablets, capsules, liquid suspension, etc.) and associated costs for each form. 
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Ibuprofen 22/23 (£) 23/24 (£) 24/25 (£) 

Tablets 280.02 158.96 147.97 

SF Suspension 294.30 89.18 36.40 

Gel 183.37 271.54 308.81 

 

   

Paracetamol 22/23 (£) 23/24 (£) 24/25 (£) 

Tablets 1,393.42 1,292.01 874.06 

Soluble Tablets 202.95 91.79 88.86 

Oral Suspension 9,670.26 15,271.24 20,042.25 

Infusion Vials 9.36 5.52 0 

 

4. What are the specific conditions which qualify a patient to be prescribed 
paracetamol or ibuprofen? Or what is your general policy for qualifying a 
prescription for paracetamol or ibuprofen?  

 We do not have a Hertfordshire Partnership University NHS FT (HPFT) guide for the use of these 
two analgesics.  
Prescribers follow licensed indication as per Summary of Product Characteristics (SPC) and British 
National Formulary (BNF) 

 
Should you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Please find enclosed an information sheet regarding copyright protection and the Trust’s complaints 
procedure in the event that you are not satisfied with the response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Deborah Anthony 
Deborah Anthony 
 
Information Rights Officer 
 
Enc: Copyright Protection and Complaints Procedure Information Leaflet. 
 
If you would like to complete a short survey in relation to your Freedom of Information request please click here. 
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