
 

 

 
 
 
07 September 2026 
 

Information Rights & Compliance Team 
99 Waverley Road 

St Albans 
Hertfordshire 

AL3 5TL 
 

Tel:  01727 804227 
Email: Hpft.foi@nhs.net 

 
Our Ref: FOI/06253 

 
 
 
Thank you for your request concerning ADHD and autism services. 
 
Your request has been considered and processed in accordance with the requirements of the Freedom 
of Information (FOI) Act 2000. 
 
Please could you provide the following information regarding ADHD and Autism services 
commissioned from, or delivered through subcontract arrangements by, your organisation: 
 
1.    Commissioned and Sub-contracted Services 
 
Does your organisation currently deliver, commission or sub-contract any of the following 
services? 
•Adult ADHD services    •Adult Autism services    •CYP ADHD services •CYP Autism services        
•Combined/Dual ADHD and Autism services 
 Yes to all of the above  
 
2.    Service Delivery Arrangements 
 
a. For each service identified above, please advise whether the service is: 
•Provided directly by your organisation; 
 All of the above are provided directly by HPFT. 
 
•Commissioned from a third-party provider; 
•Delivered through a subcontract arrangement; or 
•Delivered through a combination of the above. 
Not Applicable 
 
b. Where a service is commissioned or sub-contracted from a third-party, please provide: 
•Provider name  •Contract start date  •Contract end date  •Extension period (if applicable) 
•Method of contract award: 
o Direct Award A 
o Direct Award B 
o Direct Award C 
o Most Suitable Provider Process 
o Competitive Process 
o Framework Agreement 
o Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) 
o Other (please specify) 
• Service specification (or a link to where this is publicly available) 
Not Applicable 
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3.    Framework Details 
Where a framework or DPS is used, please provide: 
•Framework/DPS name; 
•Framework provider/host organisation; and 
•Expiry date (if known) 
Not Applicable 
 
4.    Procurement Waiver or Exemption 
For each service commissioned or sub-contracted please advise: 
•Whether a procurement waiver or exemption from competitive procurement was used; and 
•The reason for the waiver or exemption. 
Not applicable as we provide the services directly . 
 
5.    Activity and Spend 
For the most recently completed financial year, please provide the following information for each 
provider: 
•Total spend; and 
•Total activity delivered under the contract (if available) 
Please follow this link to FOI/06198 for a previously answered request.1  
 
6.Future Opportunities 
a. Does your organisation anticipate procuring, recommissioning, extending, or reviewing any 
ADHD and/or Autism services delivered through a third-party provider within the next 24 months? 
No decision has been made and therefore we do not hold recorded information on this2 . 
 
Public authorities are not required to create new information , answer hypothetical questions , or provide 
opinions about undecided matters . 
 
b. If yes, please provide any anticipated procurement timescales. 
Please see response to question 6a above . 
 
7.     Supporting Information 
Please provide any procurement documentation, business cases, service development plans, 
and/or transformation plans relating to these services. 
The Trust considers the disclosure of the business cases relating to these services to be commercially 
sensitive under Section 43 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act. Information is exempt if disclosure 
would, or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person, including the public 
authority holding the information. This is a qualified exemption and therefore subject to the public interest 
test. We have considered the reasons for and against disclosure below:  
 
Reason in favour of disclosure 
There is considerable interest in ensuring the Trust is transparent about its spending of public money at 
a time when public finances are under considerable scrutiny. 
 
 Reason against disclosure 
 The Trust is obliged to protect its negotiating position in a competitive environment to ensure value for 
money in securing the best rate for future placements. Providing the business cases relating to these 
services above could prejudice our bargaining position and give a competitor an unfair advantage in 
terms of securing future contracts.  

 
1 Section 21 – Information is available through other means .  
2 Section 1(1) Any person making a request for information to a public authority is entitled (a) to be informed in 
writing by the public authority whether it holds information of the description specified in the request, and (b) if that is 
the case, to have that information communicated to him . 

https://www.hpft.nhs.uk/media/h05bx4sy/2026-07-20-6198-disclosure-log-response.pdf


We reached the view that, on balance, the public interest is better served by withholding this information 
under Section 43 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Should you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Please find enclosed an information sheet regarding copyright protection and the Trust’s complaints 
procedure in the event that you are not satisfied with the response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Deborah Anthony 

 
Information Rights Officer 
 
Enc: Copyright Protection and Complaints Procedure Information Leaflet. 
 
If you would like to complete a short survey in relation to your Freedom of Information request please click here. 
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