
 

 

 
 
 
13 December 2024 
 

Information Rights & Compliance Team 
99 Waverley Road 

St Albans 
Hertfordshire 

AL3 5TL 
 

Tel:  01727 804227 
Email: Hpft.foi@nhs.net 

 
Our Ref: FOI/05459 

Thank you for your request concerning smoking cessation training. 
 
Your request has been considered and processed in accordance with the requirements of the Freedom 
of Information (FOI) Act 2000. 
 
Thank you for the FOI response letter FOI/05389 and I note the matter in relation to cost limits and 
would be grateful if you would assist with the following new request. 
 
I refer to NICE guidance PH48, and I understand that the following smoking cessation training 
was available to HPFT: 
 
a)  The National Centre for Smoking Cessation and Training (NCSCT) Online Mental Health 

Speciality Module 
b)  Hertfordshire Stop Smoking Services (HSSS) smoking cessation brief interventions 
c)  HSSS held a Mental Health and Smoking Masterclass on 29 April 2015 
d)  HSSS held a Mental Health and Smoking Masterclass on 13 July 2016 
 
I also understand the following individuals held deputy director and/or director positions at the 
trust: 
1. Jacky Vincent 
2. Jane Padmore 
3. Tom Cahill  
4. Kaushik Mukhopadhaya 
5. Oliver Shanley 
6. Asif Zia 
7. Geraldine O'Sullivan 
 
I note the trust’s annual report for 2016-17 (page 144) about the implementation of the Smoke Free 
policy and that “there is strong leadership and management to ensure premises are smokefree” 
and training of staff. 
 
Would it be possible to confirm for each person listed above: 
 
A. Which training a) to d) above each person attended/completed and on what date(s) 

 

mailto:Hpft.foi@nhs.net


This information is already in the public domain1.  Please refer to the answer to question 2 of our 
previous response to you (FOI 5389).    
 
Smoking cessation training is not a mandated training and any training completed would be in the 
above staff training records, which are held personally. Considering that all of the mentioned 
Directors and Deputy Directors have now left the organisation and the time lag, it is not possible 
to provide the information.  
 
Prof Asif Zia is still employed by the Trust.  He was involved at some level in early planning stages 
of smoking cessation programme, but it was led by Jane Padmore as Director and Jacky Vincent 
as Deputy Director; both have now left the organisation.  
 
We are unable to provide any more information on smoking cessation training.  
 

B. Which directors and/or deputy directors were on the Smoke Free Implementation Group 
and on what dates? 
 
This information is already in the public domain1.  Please follow this link to a previously published 
response. (FOI 5379) 
 

C. Which directors and/or deputy directors were on the Physical Health Committee and on 
what dates? 

 
This information is not held2.  Despite extensive searching we have been unable to locate any 
documentation that provides evidence of individual staff members involved in these groups. 
 
Under the FOIA the right of access is to the information which is held. Please be advised that the 
FOIA does not oblige a public authority to guess or create information to answer a request if the 
requested information is not held or exist. The FOIA duty is to only provide the recorded 
information held.  

 
Should you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Please find enclosed an information sheet regarding copyright protection and the Trust’s complaints 
procedure in the event that you are not satisfied with the response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Sue Smith 
 
Sue Smith 
Information Rights Officer 
 
Enc: Copyright Protection and Complaints Procedure Information Leaflet. 
 
If you would like to complete a short survey in relation to your Freedom of Information request please click here. 
 

 
1 Section 21 – Information is available through other means 
2 Section 1(1) Any person making a request for information to a public authority is entitled 
(a) to be informed in writing by the public authority whether it holds information of the description specified in the request, and 
(b) if that is the case, to have that information communicated to him. 

https://www.hpft.nhs.uk/media/tilpbibx/2024-11-01-5389-disclosure-log-final-response.pdf
https://www.hpft.nhs.uk/information-and-resources/your-information-and-privacy/disclosure-loginformation-requested/operational-and-service-delivery/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=RevampFRE&subpage=design&id=slTDN7CF9UeyIge0jXdO4_oPtQG0LtFJkSkFwsLCbytUN0w0Tlc3QzVTRDRJUjZBNUxYUkFKUVA2Ny4u&analysis=false&topview=Preview

