
 

 

 
 
 
06 August 2025 
 

Information Rights & Compliance Team 
99 Waverley Road 

St Albans 
Hertfordshire 

AL3 5TL 
 

Tel:  01727 804227 
Email: Hpft.foi@nhs.net 

 
Our Ref: FOI/05729 

 
Thank you for your request concerning cannabis-related psychiatric admissions. 
 
Your request has been considered and processed in accordance with the requirements of the Freedom 
of Information (FOI) Act 2000. 
 
Please provide the following data covering the period 2000 to the most recent full year available 
(e.g. 2023 or 2024), broken down year-by-year where possible: 
 
1. Cannabis-Related Admissions 
• The number of psychiatric admissions coded under ICD-10: F12 (Mental and behavioural 
disorders due to use of cannabinoids) 
• Please include first-time admissions and readmissions 
• If possible, indicate primary vs. secondary diagnosis status 
 
CAVEAT:  The numbers quoted in this FOI response may not be an accurate reflection all the service 
users treated with an ICD10 Code of F12 - Mental and behavioural disorders due to use of cannabinoids. 
The data provided is for inpatients only as ICD10 coding for community referrals is not a requirement. 
 
We can only provide data for inpatients recorded on our Electronic Patient Recording system from 2014.  
Pre 2014 Inpatient data is not available in a reportable electronic format1.  
 
We have provided data using the criteria of Inpatient admissions over the reporting period 2004 to 2014 
where the discharge diagnosis ICD10 = F12 (Mental and behavioural disorders due to use of 
cannabinoids). 
 
Admissions by Year where ICD10 diagnosis on discharge = F12  
Admission Year Primary Or Secondary Number of Admissions  
2014 Coding Significance Not Known 8 
2014 Primary 12 
2014 Secondary 41 
2015 Coding Significance Not Known 5 or less 
2015 Primary 14 
2015 Secondary 23 
2016 Coding Significance Not Known 5 or less 
2016 Primary 17 
2016 Secondary 26 

 
1 Section 1(1) Any person making a request for information to a public authority is entitled (a) to be informed in  
writing by the public authority whether it holds information of the description specified in the request, and (b) if that is  
the case, to have that information communicated to him. 
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2017 Coding Significance Not Known 5 or less 
2017 Primary 38 
2017 Secondary 36 
2018 Coding Significance Not Known 5 or less 
2018 Primary 20 
2018 Secondary 49 
2019 Primary 8 
2019 Secondary 31 
2020 Coding Significance Not Known 5 or less 
2020 Primary 22 
2020 Secondary 32 
2021 Primary 12 
2021 Secondary 18 
2022 Primary 5 or less 
2022 Secondary 19 
2023 Primary 5 or less 
2023 Secondary 10 
2024 Coding Significance Not Known 5 or less 
2024 Primary 6 
2024 Secondary 11 

 
Due to the small numbers of some admissions with an F12 ICD-10 coding we have applied Exemption 
Section 40(2). This is because entries of 5 or less are considered sufficiently small enough to be 
potentially identifiable data.   On this basis, this information is exempt from the duty to publish. 
 
2. Age Group Breakdown 
For all F12-coded cases, please provide data disaggregated by the following age categories: 
• Under 13 
• 13–15 
• 16–17 
• 18–24 
• 25–34 
• 35+ 
 

Admissions from 2014 to end of 2024 where ICD10 diagnosis on discharge = F12 by Age 
Breakdown 
Age On Admission Number of Admissions 
b. 13-15 5 or less 
c. 16-17 11 
d. 18-24 153 
e. 25-34 170 
f. >=35 139 

 
Please see explanation given under question 1 regarding low numbers2. 
 

 
2 Section 40(2) - Personal Data has been applied.  This is because by releasing this information could identify individual(s) and constitute a 
breach of the Data Protection Act (2018). 



3. CAMHS vs Adult Mental Health Services 
• Please indicate how many cannabis-related admissions were treated under: 
o Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
o Adult Mental Health Services 
o If data is unavailable in this format, please provide any relevant proxy categories (e.g. by 
age or treatment setting) 
o Also include data from any other therapy, counselling, or community mental health 
services that may deal with cannabis-related cases in young people 
 

Admissions from 2014 to end of 2024 where ICD10 diagnosis on discharge = F12 by Inpatient 
Ward Type on Discharge 
Inpatient Ward Type on 
Discharge 

Number of Admissions 

Adult 462 
Children & Young Person 14 

 
4. Readmissions and Comorbidities 
For patients admitted under ICD-10 F12, please indicate: 
• How many were readmitted within 12 months 
• The most common comorbid mental health diagnoses, if recorded (e.g. psychosis, 
depression, anxiety, schizophrenia) 
 

Number of Re-Admissions for Discharge Diagnosis F12 within 365 days 
82 

 
5. Additional Details (If Available) 
Please indicate: 
• Whether any cases involved cannabis described as high-potency or “skunk” 
 

This is not recorded information1. 
 
• Whether the patient’s treatment was: 
o Inpatient 
o Outpatient 
o Community-based or therapy service    

 
Hertfordshire Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust is a provider of mental health and 
specialist learning disability services.  The data we have provided is for service users who have 
been admitted to our inpatient units with a mental health diagnosis.  Treatment for the addiction 
in not within the scope of services.   

 
Should you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Please find enclosed an information sheet regarding copyright protection and the Trust’s complaints 
procedure in the event that you are not satisfied with the response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Deborah Anthony 
Deborah Anthony 
 
Information Rights Officer 



 
Enc: Copyright Protection and Complaints Procedure Information Leaflet. 
 
If you would like to complete a short survey in relation to your Freedom of Information request please click here. 
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